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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE — CORONER’S RECOMMENDATIONS 
Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: Members may recall that in October last year Hon 
Alison Xamon spoke about the tragic case of Saori Jones, a mother of two children who were then aged four 
years and 10 months. Saori Jones suffered years of violence in her marriage. On a visit to collect her daughter, 
who was visiting her father in December 2010, she was bashed by her ex-husband until she was unconscious and 
then some time later he moved her to a bed and left her there to die. By the time she was found, her body was so 
badly decomposed the date and time of death could not be established. The case horrified the community and 
enraged many when Saori Jones’ husband was imprisoned for only five years after pleading guilty to assault 
resulting in death. 

Tonight I would like to talk about another tragic death—the death of Andrea Pickett. I thank her brother Gary 
and sister Kelly for allowing me to speak about Andrea. Andrea was much loved too by her family and children. 
Her life was just as important as anyone else’s. She was not just a statistic, but she has become another statistic; 
one of many women killed or injured who are the victims of domestic violence. The deaths of these women are 
not isolated incidents. For Australian women, domestic violence is the leading contributor to death, disability 
and illness in women aged 15 to 44. It is a greater risk factor than smoking, high blood pressure or obesity. 
Andrea Pickett died on 12 January 2009 and the coroner’s report, handed down on 28 June 2012, chronicles the 
long history of violence she suffered and the fear she lived in. Andrea died after her husband broke into her 
home. As she attempted to escape by running down the street, he stabbed her 17 times and left her to die in the 
street. Andrea’s death attracted widespread media attention and following a request by her mother, Mrs Lorraine 
Bentley, an inquest was held into the circumstances, particularly those at the time of her murder when her 
husband was on parole having been imprisoned for threatening to kill her previously, and was also subject to a 
violence restraining order. 
The coroner’s report that was released in June 2012 chronicles a series of agency failures. As I said, at the time 
of Andrea’s death her husband was subject to restraining orders that he had repeatedly breached. He had also 
received early parole after being in prison for threatening to kill Andrea, a decision that has subsequently been 
described as a deadly mistake. 
Coroner Alastair Hope made seven recommendations in his report. All the recommendations, of course, require 
action but in the time I have I would like to refer to two of them. Recommendation 2 states — 

I recommend that the Department for Child Protection review the accommodation available to victims 
of domestic and family violence to ensure that in the case of women with children who are the subject 
of threats of extreme violence secure accommodation can be provided for those women and for their 
young children. In cases where it is likely that without such accommodation being provided, the women 
or children may be murdered, procedures should be put in place to ensure that there can be immediate 
provision of a place of safety.  

This recommendation concerns the failure to provide safe accommodation for Andrea and her young children. In 
her case, the inability to find accommodation was exacerbated by the fact that she had a large family of young 
children. Evidence to the investigation included WA Police statistics that showed the growth in callouts for 
domestic and family violence incidents, which have increased from approximately 22 000 in 2005 to 35 000 in 
2010. Part of the challenge with this increasing number of callouts is the lack of crisis accommodation, so it 
should be noted that to date the Barnett government has not built a single new refuge since being elected in 2008. 
The last refuge built, Kira House, was fully funded in the 2008–09 budget prior to the election in 2008. Angela 
Hartwig from the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services has said that what is needed 
now are two more cluster-style refuge models for the metropolitan region. Independent units on the site would 
enable refuges to meet some of the demand and to address the issue of women with larger families and older 
boys.  
Recommendation 4 reads — 

I recommend that where it is suggested by the Department of Corrective Services that a condition 
relating to the geographic location of a parolee could provide a protection to a victim, the advice should 
provide a practical means for monitoring the whereabouts of the parolee so that breaches can be readily 
identified. 

In the body of the report, Coroner Alastair Hope said — 
In cases where it is considered that the geographic location of the parolee is a protective factor, the 
advice of the Department of Corrective Services to the Parole Board should recommend conditions 
which would involve actual monitoring of the location of the parolee.  
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In this context some form of ankle bracelets or electronic or GPS monitoring may provide a capability 
for monitoring of the parolee which would be meaningful.  

Restraining orders have often been criticised as being of little use when serious violence has occurred in the past. 
This was borne out in this case. GPS bracelets should be trialled. In countries such as Spain they have been used 
successfully. The perpetrator, along with the woman, wears a GPS and it is monitored by an electronic 
surveillance centre. If the perpetrator enters within a specific radius of the woman or attempts to remove the tag 
or even if the battery goes flat, an alarm is sent to both the surveillance centre and the woman. Recently the 
Minister for Corrective Services announced the creation of a unit within the department that will be part of a 
program involving dangerous sex offenders, who will wear GPS monitoring devices that will track their 
whereabouts. The minister was reported in the paper in August this year as saying that GPS works by monitoring 
offenders in near realtime. This begs the question: why is this technology not being considered or used to protect 
women when we know that in some cases neither restraining orders nor periods in prison provide any protection? 
We see on a depressingly regular basis women who have been injured and some killed and children traumatised 
despite violence restraining orders.  

The “Women’s Council eNews” for August, which was released today, begins by referring to the Four Corners 
program that highlighted the stories of Andrea Pickett and Saori Jones. It reads —  

For us here in WA, Andrea and Saori’s stories bring home to us once again, how much work we still 
have to do. It is disheartening when our system fails, when lives are lost. We must continue to lobby for 
more resources, more crisis beds, more places of safety for women and children in need.  

The West Australian of 13 August quoted the Premier as challenging Labor to fight next year’s election on law 
and order issues. A number were mentioned. Despite this, there was no reference to domestic violence, despite 
the fact that this is the greatest threat to women, who are three times more likely to experience violence in their 
own homes than in the community. I know that some activities are happening, such as the soon-to-commence 
fatality review committee, and that we have recently passed laws on violence restraining orders but none of these 
measures would have protected Andrea Pickett or Saori Jones. I was pleased to read that upon her appointment 
as Minister for Police, Liza Harvey said that she wanted to do more on domestic violence. Commitment and 
resources to building a refuge in this term of government—not planning and talking about it, but building one—
is one immediate action that could be taken. Domestic and family violence is a genuine law-and-order issue and 
one that deserves far more attention, as do the stories of women such as Andrea Pickett and Saori Jones. It is 
important that these women’s stories are recorded in this place.  
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